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SITUAL ISSUES OF THE WAR 
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of Information, London, to elucidate the spiritual issues at stake in the war, and to provide informa- 
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TAKING THE CHURCH TO THE SOLDIER 


On July 25th, ‘at an Army Camp in 
Southern England, the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury dedicated two mobile churches, which 
are shortly to go out with the 21st Army 
Group in Normandy. They are the first of 
their kind to be attached officially to the 
Royal Army Chaplains Department,. though 
an experimental motor church was used for 
‘a time in the Middle East. 


- Regular Army lorries have been converted 
for the purpose by the workshop of a 
-R.E.M.E. Regiment. Working to the specifi- 
cation of a: professional architect (whose 
‘services were given free), this unit, under 
Lt.-Col. Shields, O.B.E., has produced two 
beautifully equipped chapels. The interior of 
each lorry is lined with polished oak and it 
-is fitted with a movable altar on which stand 
a wooden Cross and candlesticks. The hang- 
Ings and covering of the altars, which are 
most attractive, were made to the architect’s 
design by three A.T.S. officers, who did the 
“work in their spare time. Brightly painted 
plaques on the side of each church show that 
one is dedicated to St. Paul and the other to 
St. George. 
i It is intended that each of these mobile 
churches shall be staffed by a chaplain and 
a batman-driver. A canvas canopy, which is 
stowed underneath the lorry when not in use, 
will provide sleeping and living accommoda- 
tion for them when they are on tour. This 
xtension is already known as ‘‘the vicarage.” 
Food and provisions for as long as a fort- 
ight at a time can be carried, so that the 
hurch is a self-contained unit. A public ad- 
dress system and gramophone records of 
ells and hymns are included in the chap- 
n’s equipment. 
The main purpose of the churches is to 
ike it easier to have services in out-of-the- 
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way places ete -no chaplain is nommay 
avajlable. The more extensive operations be- 


come, the more difficult it will be for chap-. 


lains to reach all the men in the field, and 
these mobile churches, which will not be — 
attached to any particular regiment or unit, 
will help to fill the gap. 


The Service of Dedication, which was held 


on the parade ground and attended by offi- - 


cers and men of the regiment and an A.T.S. 
unit, was conducted by the Rev. 
Staff Chaplain to the 21st Army Group, as- 
sisted by the Rev. I. Jones, Domestic Chap- 
lain to this R.E.M.E. workshop. The lesson 
was read by Lt.-Col. Shields. In his address 
the Archbishop of Canterbury said: “What- 
ever men may rightly do at all can be done 
and should be done as service to God. If it 
is right to be engaged in resisting the Ger- 
man tyranny by force of arms, then this is 
something to be done as an act of service to 


God. We ean rightly pray for God’s blessing — 


upon us as we do it. We know quite well that 


if there had been no resistance offered, the — 


kind of life which Hitler has imposed upon 
Germany would have been imposed, for a 


time so long that we may call it endless, upon ~ 


the whole of Europe and ourselves, and all 
those things which we most value in life 
would have been wiped out. ... The British 
Army of Liberation has gone out to set free 
the countries which have come under oppres- 
sion. In the work of liberation we are setting 
our hands to the work of God.” In so far as 
this could truly be said, Dr. Temple con- 
tinued, it was perfectly fitting to ask for 


God’s blessing on the work and these Taohie oh 


churches would be of great assistance in such 
intercessions. 


The officers and men and A.T.S. personnel 


who had built the churches had taken the | 
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greatest interest in the work wads were stl 
proud of the results. “This was a job,” said 
the Commanding Officer, “which went with — 
a swing from start to finish.” Much spare- 
time work had been gladly put in by all 
ranks. 


A BELGIAN’S IMPRESSION OF 
BRITISH RELIGIOUS LIFE 


At a recent meeting of the Fellowship of 
British and French-speaking Christians, a 
young Belgian recently escaped from Bel- 
gium was the speaker. After the meeting he 
sent his impressions to the Secretary of the 
Fellowship, and we think our readers may be 
interested in his comments on British and 
Continental religious life. 

“First of all,” he writes, “I want to tell 
you how much I appreciated being amongst 
you on Saturday last. This was a rather un- 
usual initiation to your spiritual preoccupa- 
tions. I take it as a privilege and a great 
experience. If I may say so, I have been 
much impressed by the fair amount of Con- 


tinental knowledge of the audience. A par- - 


ticular question gave me a rather disarming 
impression that the audience knew a lot 
more about Belgium (at least pre-war Bel- 


-gium) than myself about the English. So it 


is that one or two questions were quite un- 
expected, which could only be asked. by 
people who have lived in Belgium, and who 
are really interested in the most crucial basic 
problems of this war. 


“This was a valuable experience for me. 
Many of the Belgian soldiers I meet (who 
think they know the English because they 
have been living in this country for more 
than 3 years) very often hint at a so-called 
British insularity. I am sure they all would 
have dropped it, if they had been attending 
the meeting of your Fellowship. 


“More than curiosity, even more than 
‘Christian’ curiosity; a keen view of the 
Continent’s pre-occupation, and a real under- 
standing of their physical and _ spiritual 
status! 


“Of course, I am not the least entitled to 
make a judgment on whatever aspect of the 
~-Fellowship. But I wanted to convey to you 
the main impression which it made upon me. 


“My sincerest hope is that the Belgian 
Christians reach the same standard of knowl- 
edge and understanding for the day when 
the gulf is bridged and collaboration starts. 


“But I am afraid that this war has made 
the Continental Christian completely ignor- 
ant of what is going on in the free countries. 
The links are cut, and many sentimental and 


er 
there and we all look forward o fe day 
when these misconceptions are cleared out, | 
and when British Christian workers are al- | 
lowed to cross the Channel.” i 


NEW SECRETARY FOR INTER- 
NATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL | 


The appointment of the Rev. Norman . 
Goodall, M.A., to succeed the late Dr. William 
Paton as Secretary: of the International 
Missionary Council has been announced. 

Mr. Goodall began his training for Ac- , 
countancy in the City of Birmingham Treas-~ 
urer’s Department, and on the outbreak of | 
the last war joined the Artists’ Rifles. He | 
was withdrawn for service in Whitehall and | 
entered the Ministry of National Service. On — 
demobilization he went to Oxford where he 
took the Honours School of Theology at — 
Mansfield College. He was for several years _ 
Chairman of ‘a Congregational Theological 
Conference, held annually at either Oxford — 
or Cambridge. Hé@ has been minister of two 
Churches, Walthamstow from 1922 to 1928, 
and New Barnet from 1928 to 1936. 

Mr. Goodall has for the past eight years 
been Foreign Secretary of the London Mis- — 
sionary Society. He has in his travels visited 
India, the South Seas, New Guinea, South 
Africa, South America, Australia and New 
Zealand, and the appointment has received 
substantial international support and will be 
subject to ratification at the meeting of the 
Committee of the Council which is planned 
for the earliest possible date after the war. 

In 1944 he became Chairman of the India 
Committee of the Conference of British Mis- 
sionary Societies, and he has written several 
books and pamphlets on pee and the Indian 
position. 


HOLLAND 


Church Reorganization 

The Information Bureau of the Nether- 
lands Government has issued the following 
information from a New York source :— 


A far-reaching move to reorganize the 
government of the Dutch Reformed Church 
on a confessional, rather than on a solely 
administrative, basis was launched at a re- 
cent meeting of the Synodical Commission, 
reported the Religious News Service from 
Geneva, on June 2nd. The plan was ap- 
proved, to be submitted to the regional and 
provincial Church organizations in Holland, 
calling. for a National Synod, the first since 
the famous-Dordrecht Synod of 1618, to meee 
orate a new Church system. 


\ 


| “The present organization of the Reformed 
y)Church, imposed by the Netherlands Govern- 


i ment in 1816, centres in a synodical com-. 


‘!mission which carries on the administrative 
work. What is planned instead is a govern- 
ing body which will also exercise spiritual 
jauthority, and restore the validity of the 
three historic Confessions of the Church: the 


and the Canons of Dordrecht Confession. 

The new National Synod is to be charged 
with integrating the various Church coun- 
cils, missions, youth schools and home mis- 
}sions with the life of the Church. 
| Its function will be “in obedience to the 
Holy Scriptures, and on the foundations of 
the Church’s confession, to prepare to adopt 
the Church order, to proclaim the gospel of 
Jesus Christ before the authorities and the 
people, to give leadership and organize the 
work to which the Church is called in all 
spheres of life, and to consider the obligation 
of the Church towards the unity of all 
Christendom. : 

“Tt will be the Churches rather than pri- 
vate associations, which will come together 
in the common work to meet the needs of our 
broken society. Then the Church can truly 
be a people’s Church, and help to build up 
a new life.” 

Stress is laid on the Church’s “full partici- 
pation” in ecumenical work during the post- 
war period. 

Religious News Service concludes: 

“The plan suggested by the Synodical com- 
mission is in line with other attempts to 
reorganize the Reformed Church, but which 
failed, because of internal dissensions in the 
Church. The latest attempt was in 1938.” 


Gestapo at Church Service 

The following extract from a Dutch under- 
ground paper shows the trials which have to 
be faced by Christians in the Netherlands :— 


“A quarter-past ten on January 30th, 1944, 
a Uberfallkommando car appeared outside 
the Gereformeerde Kerk and the Christelijke 
Gereformeerde Kerk at Aalten where the 
services had begun at half-past nine. Two 
sentries were posted at all the four exits of 
the Gereformeerde Westerkerk. At the main 
entrance a small machine gun was even set 
up. Then the Germans waited quietly until 
the service had finished at about half-past 
eleven. 
“The congregation could only leave the 
building by the main entrance and there all 
identity cards were inspected. Those who 
did not have their cards on them were let off 


Delgic Confession, the Heidelberg Confession . 


with a fine of two guilders. Youths aged 
between 19 and 22 were taken away. There 
were 42 of them at the service in the Gere- 
formeerde Kerk who were carried off in this 
manner. At half-past three in the afternoon, 
these youths were taken by bus to Amers- 
foort. : 

“So our enemy lies in wait there as well! 
Be careful and watchful! If necessary post 
sentinels! 

“When the public, mad with rage, refused 


_ to obey the orders of the German officer to 


disperse, he fired a few shots from his re- 
volver which wounded a girl in her leg and 
ear. Finally, the bloodhound-officer charged 
the ‘good Dutch police’ with the dispersal of 
the crowd. Among those arrested were many 
youths from Aalten, and many parents saw 
their children dragged away before their 
very eyes. The number of people arrested was 
obviously larger than expected for there was 
not sufficient room in the Uberfallkommando 


_ ear, and the ‘good’ Burgomaster was com- 


missioned to provide an omnibus of the 
Geldersche Tram Co.; this order he carried 
out very carefully...” 


Anti-Nazi Church Attitude 


The uncompromising opposition of the 
Churches in Holland was illustrated by a 
paragraph in the Swedish paper, Svenska 
Dag bladet :— 

“Dutch opposition aggravates the difficul- 
ties of the Germans and the local Quislings 
and energetic counteraction is expected, par- 
ticularly against the clergy. It is well known 
that pastors refuse to christen or marry Mus- 
sert’s followers. The Quisling press openly 
complains of this, and an NSB parson writes 
in an Amsterdam paper that the pastors are 
compelling the NSB to become heathens.” 


FRENCH CHRISTIAN YOUTH 


The Swiss paper, Gazette de Lausanne, of 
July 4th, published an article by Robert 
Vaucher which included the following re- 


marks about the attitude of Christian groups 


in France :— 5 
“One of the editors of the clandestine pub- 


lication Cahiers du Témoignage Chrétien told — 
me: ‘It is possible to state that the resistance ~ 


saw the light in Christian circles, both Catho- 
lic and Protestant. Its leaders and many of 
its members are Christians whose political 
position and the formal undertaking they 
have assumed are assisted by the Christian 
idea, and by the need for order and faith’ 

“These Cahiers prove that the Christian 


groups are trying to prepare first to testify 


their faith and secondly to avoid the monop- 


et es ee 


One of the militants, who had been sente 
to 18 months’ imprisonment and a 18,000 fr. 
fine but who had succeeded in escaping, told 
me recently: ‘Although they belong to the 
resistance they do not allow the resistance 
to swallow them entirely. The Christians 
are making ready for the post-war period 
and wish to play a part on the city (cité) 
plane.’ 

“As regards post-war France, one of the 
leaders of this movement told me: ‘You 
must explain that in Christian, suffering and 
albeit militant France, the profession of faith 
of the young Christians and of the best of 
their elders is not in favour of any policy or 
any régime, but that these young: people are 
in favour of a civilization transcending all 
forms of government. They are for a lib- 
erated and better France to be born anew, 
and they refuse to see France return to or 
continue in the former mess. They want a 
parliament, but they condemn parliamentari- 
anism, namely, the absolute dictatorship of 
parliament. They oppose the return of men 
compromised by their unsavoury past be- 
cause of their parliamentary habits. They 
wish that those who are or will be chosen to 
represent the new France be truly made of 
the spiritual mettle of the French order 
which must seek its inspiration in the’ prin- 
ciples of the social Christian movements.’ ” 


BALTIC RESISTANCE AGAINST 
GERMANS 


The Swedish paper Stockholms Tidningen 
reports the following news :—‘“‘Three Latvian 
priests, two sacristans and one verger have 
been executed at Rezekne, accused of defeat- 
ism and revolutionary propaganda. They had 
protested against the mobilization of young 
people, still minors. The Archbishop of Riga, 
~ Irbe, nominated by the Germans, has re- 
- signed. The ‘speaker’ of the Free Latvian 


5 s radio says that he has been arrested.” 


Dagens Nyheter, of June 2nd, published 
some information regarding the reactions of 
Estonian Christians to the German occupa- 
tion of their country. ‘‘Reports state that the 
popular factotum of the Swedish-Estonians, 
Dean Hjalmar Pohl, has just been arrested 
~ by the Germans. 


; “Vague information from Berlin asserts 
_ the contrary. The fact that no news of the 
_ Dean has been received for some time seems 
_ to confirm the report of his arrest. 


“Tt is assumed that the Dean was arrested 


De 


- Moslem, 


' largely due to the fact that the Russian | 


because of the opposition of the Estonians ~ 


to their enrolment in the German Army. 
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and the Polish-American priest, Father Stan- 


-USS.R.—A STATE COMMITTEE 
FOR RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 
According to a despatch from Moscow to 


plan is being discussed in Moscow to set up 
a State Committee which will deal with the 
affairs of all religious bodies in the Sovi 
Union. The Committee would contain repr 
sentatives of the Russian Orthodox, Jewish, 
Baptist, Lutheran and _ other 
Churches. It would thus become an exten- 
sion of the official Committee which the, Gov- 
ernment has already set up in order to deal 
with the affairs of the Russian Orthodox 
Church. At the moment it is not yet clea 
whether Roman Catholic representatives w 
be included in the proposed Committee, fo 
so far no central Roman Catholic body has 
been established in U.S.S.R- In view ‘of the 
recent conferences between Soviet officials 


islas Orlemanski, it seems probable that the 
Government would not object to the centrali- 
zation of the Roman Catholic-affairs in the 
same way as this has been done.in the Rus- | 
sian Orthodox Church and is being planned 
for other Churches and for the Moslem com- 
munity. If this centralization takes place the 
Government would probably not be opposed | 
to the representation of the Roman Catholic , 
Church in; Russia on the new Committee. 


It is stated in Moscow that this new move 
is in accord with the repeatedly expressed _ 
desire of the Soviet authorities to give 
greater freedom to the Churches. This is 


Orthodox and other Churches have given | 
whole-hearted support to the war effort of | 


the country. 
(LC.P.LS. Geneva.) 


FOR INFORMATION 


illustrated booklet__“Protestant | 
Churches in. Wartime’—has just been pub- 
lished and copies may be obtained, gratis, on | 
request, from British Information Services, 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20, N. Y. 
The same organisation has also prepared | 
a small exhibition on “The Churches in War- 


} 


j 


A’ new 


time Britain.” It consists of twelve hanging 
panels, size 2’ x 3’, and will be available re. 
loan for periods ‘of two weeks or more. 
Requests should be addressed to Exhibi. | 
tions Section, British Information Services. | 


